
February 10, 2026

Admiral Kevin E. Lunday
Acting Commandant
U.S. Coast Guard
1790 Ash Street SE
Washington D.C., 20032

Admiral Lunday:

We are writing to request that the U.S. Coast Guard conduct a review to determine whether it 
could better meet the safety needs of the Gold Beach and Bandon communities. We have heard 
from our constituents, fishermen and local officials that the current level of coverage is simply 
not enough to keep people safe. Having the Coast Guard nearby and capable of responding 
quickly can mean the difference between a rescue and a recovery in these waters.

The waters at the mouth of the Rogue River, where the river empties into the Pacific off Gold 
Beach, are among the most dangerous on the Oregon Coast. The channel, which features two 
jetties and a 13-foot-deep, 300-foot-wide corridor, is constantly changing as high winds and 
winter storms bring in new sediment. These shifting conditions affect the river bar, where waves 
can break suddenly and without warning, and threaten the safety of even the most experienced 
people on the water. 

Just 60 miles north, boaters face many of the same risks at the mouth of the Coquille River. More
than 23,000 boaters come through Coquille Bay each year, including commercial fishing vessels,
charter boats and recreationalists, all of whom must cross a dangerous bar where strong currents, 
shallow water, fog and ocean swell make conditions unpredictable. Because emergencies are 
common in these waters, the Coast Guard has historically maintained a seasonal presence in 
Gold Beach and Bandon to help protect the public and respond quickly during peak boating 
months.

While the dedicated men and women of the Coast Guard continue to serve this stretch of the 
coast, no Coast Guard personnel are regularly stationed in either community. We understand that
these decisions followed an internal analysis that likely acknowledged what boaters here live 
with every day: an unpredictable channel and conditions that can change overnight make 
operating in this area particularly difficult. What we hear from these communities, however, is 
that the seasonal presence ended without a broader conversation about what would be needed to 
keep it.

We have heard that conditions have meaningfully changed since the Coast Guard last had a 
seasonal presence in Gold Beach or Bandon. Data from the Oregon State Marine Board shows 
that an increase in near-shore traffic driven by the Rogue River salmon fishery has coincided 
with a rise in serious on-water emergencies. Half of all reportable incidents since 2016 have 
occurred after the Coast Guard ended its seasonal presence. In Bandon, ports and boat captains 
have increasingly shouldered responsibilities once handled by the Coast Guard, from warning the



public about dangerous bar conditions to carrying out rescues themselves. We also understand 
that Coast Guard recruiting numbers have improved in recent years, suggesting that if staffing 
limitations factored into these original decisions, they may merit reconsideration now. 

For these reasons, we request that the Coast Guard conduct an updated assessment of Gold 
Beach and Bandon’s needs and how best to strengthen search-and-rescue coverage along this 
stretch of the coast. We stand ready to work with you to support any operational requirements 
that would enable the Coast Guard to maintain a stronger presence in these communities.

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Ron Wyden
United States Senator
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